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servant to James VI and I, was groom of the
bedchamber to Charles I, and fought for him
in the Great Rebellion. He wrote verses
and was painted by Van Dyck. See Life and
Letters by D. Townshend (1897) and study
by G. Huxley (1959).

(7)     Gene,    nde    Stratton     (1868-1924),
American novelist, was born on a farm in
Wabash Co., Ind., married in 1886 Charles D.
Porter, and as Gene Stratton Porter attained
great popularity by A Girl of the Limberlost
(1909) and other stories full of sentiment and
nature study.

(8)  Jane (1776-1850), English writer, born
at Durham, the daughter of an army surgeon,
made a great reputation in 1803 by her high-
flown  romance,  Thaddeus of  Warsaw,  and
had  even  more  success  in   1810 with  The
Scottish  Chiefs, its hero a most stilted and
preposterous  Wallace.     Other books  were
The Pastors" Fireside (1815), Duke Christian
of Luneburg (1824), Tales Round a  Winter's
Hearth (with her sister Anna Maria,  1824),
and The Field of Forty Footsteps (1828);  Sir
Edward Seaward*s Shipwreck (1831), a clever
fiction, edited by her, was almost certainly
written by her eldest brother,  Dr William
Ogilvie Porter (1774-1850).

(9)  Katherine Anne (1894-        ), American
writer of short stories, was born at Indian
Creek, Texas.    She started writing at a very
early age but allowed nothing to be published
until she was thirty.   Among her collections
of stories are Hacienda (1934), Pale Horse,
Pale   Rider   (1939)   and    No   Safe    If arbor
(1949).   A volume of essays, The Days Before,
appeared in 1952.

(10)  Noah (1811-92), American clergyman,
born at Farmington, Conn., studied at Yale,
was a Congregational pastor 1836-46, then
became   professor  of Moral  Philosophy  at
Yale, and in 1871-86 was president of the
college.    Among  his  numerous  works  are
The   Human   Intellect   (1868),   Books   and
Reading (1870), Moral Science (1885), Kant's
Ethics (1886).   See Memorial* ed. by Merriam
(1893).

(11)    Robert   Ker    (1775-1842),    English
painter, brother of (8), a clever battle-painter,
visited Russia in 1804, where he was historical
painter to the tsar.     He  accompanied  Sir
John Moore's expedition in 1808, becoming
K.C.H. in 1832.   He was afterwards British
consul in Venezuela, and died at St Peters-
burg,  He published books of travel in Russia,
Sweden, Spain, Portugal, Georgia, Persia and
Armenia.

(12)  William S.   See HENRY, O.
PORTLAND, Duke of.   See BENTINCK.
PORTO-JtfCHE,   Georges   de,   por-to-reesh

(1849-1930), French dramatist, was born at
Bordeaux. He wrote several successful
psychological plays, including UArnotireuse
(1891), Le Vieil Homme (1911) and Le
March and d'Estampes (1917).
PORTSMOUTH, Louise de Keroualle,
Duchess of (1649-1734), mistress of Charles II
of England, born in Brittany, came to Eng-
land in 1670 in the train of Henrietta, Charles
IPs cherished sister, ostensibly as a lady in
waiting, but secretly charged to influence the
king in favour of the French alliance. The
political influence wielded by the * baby-faced

Breton * was negligible, but Charles was
sufficiently responsive to her charms to make
her his mistress and ennoble her (1673) and
her son, who became Duke of Richmond.
Rapacious and haughty, ' Madame Carwell'
was universally detested. Sec inter alia
works by Bryant (1931) and Drinkwater
(1936).
PORUS.   See ALEXANDER THE GREAT.
POSIDONIUS (c. 135-51_ B.C.), stoic philo-
sopher, born at Apamea in Syria, studied at
Athens, and settled at Rhodes, wlience in 86
he was sent as envoy to Rome; there, the
friend of Cicero and Pompey, he died, leaving
works on philosophy, astronomy and
history, of which only fragments are extant.
POTEMKIN, properly Potyorakin, Grigori
Aleksandrovich, pot-yotn'kin (1739-91), was
born near Smolensk," of a noble but impover-
ished Polish family. He entered the Russian
army, attracted the notice of Catharine II by
his handsome face and figure, in 1774 became
her recognized favourite, and directed
Russian policy. There is good reason to
believe they were secretly married. In charge
of the new lands in the south acquired by
conquest, he made an able administrator. In
1787 Catharine paid a visit to his government
in the south, but the story of his setting her
route with stage villages and hired villagers
is not now believed. In the war with the
Turks Potemkin was placed at the head of the
army, and reaped the credit of Suvorov's
victories (1791). He died in the same year.
Licentious, astute and unscrupulous, in spite
of his lavish extravagance he heaped up an
immense fortune. He gained for Russia
Crimea and the north coast of the Black
Sea, and lie founded Sevastopol, Nikolaev
and Ekaterinoslav (Dnepropetrovsk). See
Memoirs (1812), Lives by his secretary
Saint-Jean (German; new ed, 1888), and
Soloveytchik (English 1938).
POTT, (1) August Friedrldi (1802-87), German
philologist, born at Ncttclrede in Hanover,
became in 1833 professor of the Science of
Language at Halle. The foundation of Pott's
reputation was laid by his Etymologische
Forschungen (1833-36); and his article on the
Indo-Gerrnanic stock in Ersch and Gruber's
Encvklopadie is a masterpiece.
(2) Percival(l) (1714-88), English surgeon,
born in London, who became, after a period
of training under Edward Nourse, assistant
and then senior surgeon at St Bartholomew's
Hospital, where his lectures became very
popular with both students and visitors. His
writings were many, the most important^being
Fractures and Dislocations (1765), in which he
described a compound leg fracture suffered
by himself and which is now known as
* Pott's fracture *, and his account of _a
disease of the spine, * Pott's disease', in
Remarks on That Kind of Palsy of the Lower
Limbs which is Frequently Found to Accom-
pany a Curvature of the Spine (1779). He
became a fellow of the Royal Society in
1764.
POTTER, (1) Beatrix (1866-1943), English
authoress, born in London, lived in Kensing-
ton and the Lake District and wrote many
books for children which she illustrated
herself. The best known are the stories of